
Page 1 of 3 
 

Town Council 
Town of Watertown 

Committee on Public Works, Meeting October 1, 2013 
   Report:  October 8, 2013 

 
The Committee met Tuesday October 1st at 4:30 pm in the Council Chambers.  Present were: 
Cecilia Lenk, Chair; Stephen Corbett, Vice-chair; and Vincent Piccirilli, Secretary.  See below 
for list of other attendees.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss plowing of private ways. 
  
Mr. Mee presented a draft of a proposed DPW letter that will be sent to all abutters of private 
ways (copy attached).  He noted that the letter will refer to the Town website for the list of off-
street parking locations.  Under “Snow Storage”, wording will be added to instruct abutters to 
contact the DPW to designate the appropriate area for snow storage, which will be at the end of 
the private way.   
 
Mr. Magoon will identify all abutting property owners, and create a mailing list to send the letter, 
to insure absentee landlords receive it.  Mr. Mee will have the DPW hand-deliver the letter to all 
abutting houses, to insure that renters get it. 
 
Mr. Mee next reviewed the list of all private ways and whether it will be plowed by the DPW, 
using the criteria set forth in the regulations.  The attached list summarizes those findings.  Mr. 
Mee noted that there will likely be some minor changes to this list as further discussions take 
place with abutters. 
 
The Committee was satisfied with the letter, the methods of delivery, and the list of private ways 
to be plowed. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:00 pm.  
 
Report prepared by: Vincent Piccirilli 
 
List of other attendees: 
Gerald Mee, DPW Superintendent  
Mary Haley, DPW Clerk  
Steven Magoon, Director of Community Development and Planning 
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Private Way Location Plowed by 

DPW? 
Comments 

Arthur Terrace  19 Adams St. to 
dead end 

Yes  

Arundel Terrace  40 Boyd St. to 
Newton line 

No Mostly in Newton, plowed by Newton 

Ashland Street  375 Arlington St. to 
dead end 

Yes  

Barbara Terrace  255 Orchard St. to 
dead end 

Yes  

Bellevue Terrace  202 Bellevue Rd. to 
dead end 

Yes  

Bigelow Terrace  24 Boyd St. To 
Newton line 

Yes  

Brown Street  141 Sycamore St. 
to Waltham line 

Yes* *Provisionally plowed, DPW will have discussion 
with Belmont Housing Authority as this primarily 
provides access to their apartment complex. 

Chadbourne Terrace  114 Elm St. to dead 
end 

Yes* *DPW will plow a single lane to houses along the 
south side, but will not plow access to commercial 
buildings on north side. 

Church Lane  67 Pleasant St. to 
dead end 

Yes* *DPW will plow a single lane to houses along the 
western side, but will not plow access to 
commercial parking lot. 

Church Place  32 Church St. to 
dead end 

Yes  

Circuit Lane  1071 Belmont St. to 
Waltham line 

No Mostly in Waltham, plowed by Waltham 

Coker Street  177 Sycamore St. 
to Waltham line 

No Mostly in Waltham, plowed by Waltham 

Cozy Street  195 Summer St. to 
dead end 

Yes  

Dana Terrace  48 Summer St. to 
dead end 

Yes  

Ellen Terrace  321 Lexington St. 
to dead end 

Yes  

Florence Terrace  102 Spring St. to 
dead end 

Yes  

Gilkey Court  34 Patten St, to 
dead end 

Yes  

Green Street Terrace  38 Green St. to 
dead end 

Yes  

Green River Way 160 Waltham St. to 
dead end 

Yes Town is an abutting property with access to the 
recycling center 

Ladd Place  11 Ladd St. to 25 
Ladd St 

Yes  

Lyons Court  205 Watertown St. 
to Newton line 

Yes  

Melville Terrace  6 Morse St. to dead 
end 

Yes  

Munroe Avenue  63 Elm St. to dead 
end 

Yes  
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Private Way Location Plowed 

by DPW? 
Comments 

Oak Place  30 Cushman St. to 
double dead ends 

Yes* *DPW will plow to provide access to houses at # 
5 and #7-9.  DPW will have discussion with 
apartment buildings at #1 & #11 as this primarily 
provides access to the apartment complex. 

Oliver Road  18 Adams St. to 15 
Dexter Ave. 

Yes  

Panteline Terrace  220 Orchard St. to 
dead end 

Yes  

Paramount Place 542 Pleasant St. to 
dead end 

Yes Town is an abutting property with access to the 
skating rink 

Russell Street  31 Perry St. to 36 
Holt St. 

Yes  

School Lane  741 Mt Auburn St. 
to dead end 

Yes  

Stanley Avenue 172 Waltham St. to 
dead end 

Yes Town is an abutting property with access to the 
recycling center 

Swetts Court  78 Waltham St. to 
dead end 

Yes  

Thayer Road  31 Thayer Rd at 
the Waltham line 

No Mostly in Waltham, plowed by Waltham 

Vivian Drive  58 Green St. to 
dead end 

Yes  

Wheeler Court  94 Elm St. to dead 
end. 

Yes* *DPW will plow a single lane to houses along the 
north side, but will not plow access to commercial 
buildings on south side. 

Wollitzer Lane  39 Myrtle St. to 34 
French St. 

Yes  

Capitol St Extension 85 Capitol St. to 
dead end 

Yes Town is an abutting property with access to 
Casey Park 

Oakland St Extension 46 Acton St. to 
dead end 

No 100% commercial property – Plowing done by 
private contractors 

Upland Rd Extension 12 Upland Rd. to 
dead end 

No Impassable by DPW vehicle - Approximately 8-
feet wide 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

CHANGES IN SNOW PLOWING OPERATIONS  

ON PRIVATE WAYS 
 

Residents of Private Ways 

In accordance with Town Council Resolution R-2 013-63 Dated September 10, 2013 states the Public 
Works Department may impose regulations plus snow and ice removal from Private Ways strictly for the 
purpose of public safety and public access. For a private way to be eligible for plowing by the Public 
Works Department the below listed criteria must be met: 

 

Criteria  

1. The private way and accessed properties may not be under single ownership, including a master 
deed as a condominium complex. 

2. The private way may not provide access exclusively to non-residential properties. 
3. The private way shall not be within a commercial parking lot. 
4. The private way shall be open to the public and shall not have any signs which say private 

property, resident-only parking, no trespassing, or the like, with the exception of a municipal 
street sign designating it as a private way. 

5. The private way must be paved with a minimum width of 12 feet. 
6. The private way must be maintained in good repair, as determined by the DPW, at all time by 

the responsible owners or abutters. 

 

Public Works Snow and Ice Procedure for Private Ways 

1. Private ways shall be plowed once during the course of a given storm and again at the end of a 
storm prior to the close of Public Works snow plowing operations. 

2. Private ways shall not be cleared curb to curb / edge to edge. The plowing of private ways shall 
be done solely for the purpose of public safety equipment access. 

3. Private ways shall not be plowed to 100% clear surface or clear to black pavement, as the 
purpose is to maintain access for public safety equipment. 



 

 

4. The Public Works Department may not plow any private way if there is a motor vehicle parked 
on the way or if any other type of obstruction is present. It is the responsibility of responsible 
owners or abutters to keep the roadway clear of vehicles to allow safe operation of public works 
vehicles. 

5. Deicing of private ways will be addressed in the same manner as described above in Public 
Works Snow & Ice Procedures for Private Ways - 1 through 4. 

6. The Public Works Department shall not provide any type of snow removal work or any 
repositioning of snow prior to, during or after any snow event. 

7. Private ways shall have sufficient capacity to store snow on the private way from the snow 
plowing operation, and snow may be plowed by the Public Works Department onto abutting 
properties. 

8. Due to the fact that many private ways are narrow dead-ends, the Public Works Department 
cannot take any responsibility for moving snow that is plowed in front of any driveway or 
parking area. The purpose of this program is to provide snow removal for public safety vehicle 
access, and the removal of snow from parking areas is the responsibility of the property owners 
or abutters. 

 

Parking Restrictions 

The Town of Watertown winter parking ban or a snow emergency parking ban shall not be enforced by 
the Town of Watertown on private ways; however, it shall be the responsibility of the responsible 
owners or abutters to insure that adequate passage for public safety and Public Works vehicles is 
maintained at all times on the private way. 

Snow Storage 

Under Watertown Ordinance 96.25, no snow shall be plowed onto or deposited on a public way, 
therefore, the owners or abutters of a private way shall be required to provide adequate storage for 
snow plowed from the private way, which may include storage of snow on the abutting properties. 

Opting Out 

A petition signed by 50% or more of property owners or abutters on a private way, whose property 
access is on the private way, will be considered by the Public Works Department for exclusion from 
municipal snow and ice removal. 

The Town administration, the Town Council and the Department of Public Works have held a number of 
meetings and deliberations on the issues surrounding snow plowing on private ways and have finalized 
the passage of the above referenced Town Council Resolution in an effort to provide public safety access 
to the private ways. 

Attached is a list of Off Street winter parking locations. 
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